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When Germany in these forty-three
yenrs tried her best to maintain peace
in Europe, she did not do so for the

purpose of gaining the approval of the
other nations, hut rather acted in herown
interest,  Within her boundaries there
are alrendy  living  people of  French,
Polish and  Danish extraction, and it
15 not such an easy task to assimilate
these heterogeneous elements that Ger-
1 <tatesmen should wish to inerense
cign element by adding new terri-
tories to the Empire,  On the other hand,
every year of peace lhins strengthenesd
the German  nation,  Her population
surpassed in number that of France
rapidly  that the latter's wish for re-
venge on account of her defent in 1870-1
waus nhonut to loge the chanee of realiza-
tion by mere lapse of time,

(1)

These circumstances make it elear
that thers could not e any reason for
the Germans to risk their national ex-

Freneh
war became
weeks ago, the dan-
contlict grew

istenee by 0 new war, That the
nation too did not wish the
evident when, some
ger of an international
1prpaarent,

l\ THE White Papers of both England
nnd Germany it is stated that these
two conntries tried their best to pass
through the last without armed
conflict When, ney the war
came, it was caused entirely by the pol-
icy of Russia

Since 1900 NServin knew that what-
ever she might choose to do her big Rus

Crisis

erthieless,

sian friend would never allow Austria
to enter upon a war with the Servians,
Feeling shielded by powerful Russia,

Servia, therefore, started an unscrupu-
lons agitation against Austrin, Hepeat-
edly within the last years Servia hrought
Furope near the brink of war., The mur
der of the suceessor to the Austrian
throne was but a single aet 1sedd by
this agitation against the very existence
of Austria,

There were only two possibilities left
for the latter, viz.: either to suffer the
unity of her country to be undermined
by Servia or to put an end to this dan-
gerous agitation.  Before deciding for
the latter Austria Jformally declared to
Russia that she had no ‘ntention of ac-
quiring  Rervia territory  but  only
wished to ests |]#l~|l permanent peace at
her borders: the move agninst Servia,
therefore, wonuld be an entirely defensive
measure,

The Russian Govermment, neverthe-
less, threatened not to remain neutral
in a Servian-Austrian contlict,  The rea-
son for this attitude is to be found in
Russia's Pan-Slavian ambition. Russia

immediately st v to mobilize her
irmy near the Austrian border endan
coring by this measure the peace of all

Enrope.  CGermany amd Great Britain
together with other nations tried every-
thing in their power o preserve pence,
but their steps were made futile by Rus-
sin's mobilization at the German border
quickly following that at the Austrian
frontier.  Germany  learned of these
movements at a moment when she had
-u--uuiwi in re-establishing direct com
munieation between the Governments of
tussin and Austrin,  Although the Rus-
wign mobilization was an imminent dan
gor to Germany the German ITmperial
Government took a last stepe to avoid
war by presenting an ultimatum to Rus-
sig.  ‘I'his not |
sian soldiers entering German soil even
before the time of the ultimatum had
cxpired Germany could not but consider
herself in o state of war with Itussia,

Thus it is clenrly shown that the
European conflagration is the direct ont-
come of Iussia’s policy and that it has
by no means been eaused by Germany,
“Itnder present conditions peace ean
only be restored by removing the Pan
Slavian  agitation,  The question 18
whether or not Russian autocracy will
trivmph over western culture, It must
L left with the judgment of the Amer
ican people which outeome they wonld
prefer.
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I'SKRIAN history is identical with her
expansion to the Rea; first to the
biltie in the north, then to the Black Nea
to the south, last to the Pacifie to the
east,  The still prevailing tendency to
tend her way to the south found Qs
‘mlm--«mu expression in the legendary
will of Peter the Great, and the dream
of Empress Catherine to install on the
throne of Constantinople  her  seeond
grandson  whom she christened  Con-
stantin,
It is certainly a legitimate Russian

iz aceepted and Rus- -
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interest to secure the froe
exit from the Black Sea as an outlet for
lier principal commaodity, wheat,  Haml
in hand with this commercial considera
tion of first importance works a senti
mental motif, Pan-Slavism, which yields
L Wonderful sway over the imaginntive
Russinn,  PPan-Slavism is o feeling not
easily defined ; it souree is partly na
tional, partly mystieal,  Religion and ra
cinl pride combine to make most s
sians lirm believers in their destiny to
unite wdl orthodox Rlavs under the
of the Czar, “The Roman-Catholie Poles,
the deadly enemies and vietims of auto
cratic Iussin, were excluded from this
ileal unity, and it is only recently ander
the pressure of war that Czar Nicholas
promised them autonomy and the con
stitutional rights suppressed by his pred-
ecessors,  Another charneteristic of Pan-
Nlavism is its contempt for western mod
ern civilization with its individoalism
and personal liberty, It stands up for
rural conmmunism and is hased on the
convietion of the superiority of the or
thodox relizion, this fountain of supersti
tion and jgnorance and firm stronghold
of lll"-‘]wli'-m. It .II--I {0 ‘]II-I'N “the de-
caying German  race The Russinns
have a feeling of spiteful hatred for the
Germans, who for generations trisd to
teach them discipline and method,  Pan
Nlavism, whereas it is satistied with 1he
meager concession of  desultory  civie
rights within the boundaries of the
northern Empire, works abroad as a rey
olutionary power. Under its inspiration
the Balkan Condederation was formed
1igninst Turkey in 1112 which led to the
end of Turkish rule in Macedonia.

The Russinn advanced posts on the
Balkan Peninsula are Servia and Mon

neeess to nnl

wis

tenegro,  And Rervin would have never
dared trespass on  the patience  and
forbearance of Austria-Ilungary, were

she not sare of the support of Russia
To complicate matters the policy of Rus
sian expansion does not gtop at Constan-
tinople.  Russin wants not only  the
opening of the RBosphorus but also the
breaking up and dividing of  Asiatio
Turkey. But here she finds Germany in
her way, who wishes to conserve Turkish
rule in Asia in order to build railways,
execute works of irrigation, and settle
GGerman emigrants on  the reclaimed
lands. Turkey's strongest friend has
been Germany. This explains the state
ment of a Russian historical writer
The way to Constantinople goes not only
through Vienna but also through Berlin,

8 LONG as Russia stood

rivalry in the Near-East with Aus
trin-Hungary backed up by Germany
wis not to be feared,  But the inability
of the high-spirited French nation to
reconcile herself with the loss of Alsacia
ledd up to the most unnatural allinnee of
the radical Republic with the Eastern
Theocracy. ‘The Freneh billions went to
strengthen  the Russian  Fmpire,  its
armies and finances and to develop its
railroads,

In the mind of Russian statesmen the
alliance with France never was meant
to help her to realize Lier wilil dreams of
revenge ; they wished to make use of
French eapital, and to enhanee their mil
itary power in order to impeose Hy mere
pressure upon Germany  amwl  Austria
their Pan-Slavistic policy.  Unfortunate
Iy English jealousy of Germany's gi
gantie teade expansion indoesd Edwanl
VIT to draw closer to Russin and o
form the so-called Triple Entente with
France with a view of isolating Ger
many.  From this moment the halanee
of power in Eurape was disturbed, and
the feeling of superior strength of the
Russian group formed a dangerons in
coentive 1o make use of it azainst the
weaker group.  This feeling was the im
mediate reason of the extrordinary ef
forts of France with a |m|n|!:|l|--|| ol 3,
TANLINNY, to radse an army as great ot
eater than that of Germany with
Germany exposed 1o two
attincks had to follow suit, aml by levy
ing a war, contribution of over o billion
of marks to inerease her peace estah
lishment by over HOO00 men,  Russia
immediately answered by ohtaining from
the Duma an approprintion for the in
erease of the annual contingent of re
cruits by 1200000 during three vears
which means a total inerease of BT7000
men, he atmosphere was ¢hn o with
electricity, 1t was clear to everyholy
in Germany that Russin amwd Francee
were enhancing the efficieney of their
armies at a pace and at such cost, that
the final elash was fast drawing nearer
Emperor William, when he heard, while
still negotinting with Czar Nicholns
with regard to the latter’s general mobili
zation order, had to strike fast and hard
by at onee declaring war,  Noboady who
followed closely the events ean doubt
that it was zar Nicholas who foreed
the issue on Emperor William, convinesd
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